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ROAD SAFETY — BELT UP CAMPAIGN 

Statement by Minister for Road Safety 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Road Safety) [9.05 am]: Yesterday morning it was my great 
pleasure to attend the State Netball Centre to mark the renewal of the partnership between Netball WA and the 
Insurance Commission of Western Australia. This partnership is designed to promote the Belt Up campaign that 
has been run consistently by the Insurance Commission of Western Australia and the Road Safety Commission 
for a number of years now. This campaign has been promoting road safety by reminding people of the need to 
wear seat belts in all circumstances. The partnership has resulted in the distribution of over 30 000 netballs in 
Western Australia. I will show people this green ball with red writing, all marked with a Belt Up logo, which is 
very visual. Netball is a hugely popular sport. This year alone, some 9 000 netballs will be distributed to 
230 000 competitors, playing in some 1 200 teams, many of which are located in the regions. This is a most 
effective way to convey a very simple message. 

Although the driving culture is certainly changing, 30 per cent of crash fatalities and serious injuries are still caused 
by drivers taking deliberate risks such as not wearing their seatbelt. Last year, for example, 25 people were killed 
in fatal crashes whilst not wearing their seatbelts. We had a very telling reminder at the launch of the importance 
of seatbelts. I had the privilege of meeting a young man called Cory Payne. Cory is a car crash survivor. One night, 
four years ago, he rolled his ute. Although he sustained very serious injuries, he is still with us and still alive to 
tell his story only because he was wearing his seatbelt. I commend both the Insurance Commission and Netball WA 
for this partnership and for their longstanding commitment to road safety. 
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